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FRENCH CHALK 
 

 

 
DESCRIPTION: 
The FRENCH CHALK is used in gilding to prepare the basecoat of the surface to be decorated 
with gold leaf; among various basecoats, FRENCH CHALK has been used in particular for icons’ 
basecoat. With little more softness to the touch than Bologna Chalk due to its finer grain, it is 
also useful in the preparation of fillers to be used on various occasions and in general in the 
realization of high quality decorations. 
 
CHEMICAL/PHYSICAL CHARACHTERISTICS: 
Form: Solid/powder 
Colour: white 
Odour: odourless 
 
HOW TO USE: 
The preparation of the basecoat which is used for the gold leaf should be accurate, the final 
result will depend on this operation.  
Prepare the RABBIT SKIN GLUE, following the procedure described in the data sheet. After 
applying the basecoat “colletta” (primer), dissolve in a water bath in the small pot for gilders 350 
gr FRENCH CHALK in half liter of “colletta”, then pass the mixture still hot on the wood 
(ammanitura). However, check if the viscosity of the mixture is adequate. This procedure will be 
repeated for the various coats that will be applied (it can take up to 5 or 6), always with hot 
mixture. After each coat has dried, we will pass on the chalk surface with coarse sandpaper 
(120-180). Finally, once obtained a satisfactory base, the surface will be trimmed and polished 
on the edges and on the notches by using the scraping tools, of appropriate shape, trimming 
chalk in excess, in order to revitalize the edges and the decorations. Then sand gradually with a 
finer sandpaper (350-600) to remove any remaining imperfections. 
 
STORAGE: 
Store in a cool, well ventilated place, keep the container closed when not in use. Keep away 
from heat, flames, sparks and other sources of ignition. 
 
PACKAGING: 
The product is packed in tins of 1 kg and 25 kg 
 
WARNING: 

 

Our data sheets are prepared on the basis of average performance of our tests.  
However, our technical advices are given in good faith but without any warranty.  
In fact different supports, conditions of application, industrial plants, dilutions are determinant 
for the final result, and are often beyond our control. The user must try the product to see if it is 
suitable for his needs.  
We will ensure the continuity of the chemical-physical properties. 
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